STUDY NOTES - BASIC CONCEPT

Is passport a proof of citizenship? If not then what
is the proof of citizenship in India?
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While an Indian passport is widely accepted as strong evidence of nationality for travel and identity purposes, the
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) and Indian courts have made a strict legal distinction between a travel

document and absolute proof of citizenship.
Why a Passport Isn't Conclusive Proof?

The Passports Act, 1967 (Section 20): Under Indian law, the Central Government actually retains the power to
issue a passport or travel document to a non-citizen under specific, exceptional circumstances. Because the law
allows for this, possession of a passport cannot, by definition, automatically equate to absolute proof of

citizenship.

Revocation Powers: The government can impound or revoke a passport if it discovers that the document was

obtained through fraud or misrepresentation of facts.

Legal Precedents: Indian courts (including a notable Bombay High Court ruling and Supreme Court observations)
have repeatedly held that citizenship is a legal status derived from the Constitution and the Citizenship Act, 1955.

It cannot be established by any single, standalone document like a passport, Aadhaar card, or Voter ID.

What Actually Proves Citizenship in India?

The paradox of the Indian system is that India does not have a single, universal "citizenship card" for the vast
majority of its population.How you prove citizenship depends entirely on how you became a citizen. Because most
Indians are citizens by birth, citizenship is legally inferred through a combination or chain of documents rather

than a single certificate.
The primary legal pathways and their required documentation include:
1. For Citizens by Birth (The Majority of Indians)

If you were born in India, your citizenship depends on your date of birth and the citizenship of your parents at that

time. Authorities look at a collective "totality of evidence":

Birth Certificate: Issued by a local municipal body, explicitly naming your parents and place of birth.School

Leaving Certificates / Matriculation Marksheets: Showing your date and place of birth.
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Parents' Citizenship Records: Documents showing your parents were Indian citizens at the time of your birth
(such as their land records, older passports, or government service records).Land/House Allotment Certificates or

Domicile Certificates: Issued by a District Magistrate to prove long-term, legal residence.

2. For Citizens by Registration or Naturalization

This is the only category of people who receive a definitive, standalone document:Citizenship Certificate /
Naturalization Certificate: Issued directly by the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) under Sections 5 or 6 of the

Citizenship Act, 1955. This serves as definitive, unassailable proof.

What about Aadhaar, Voter ID, and PAN?

Aadhaar: Only proves identity and residence, not citizenship (even foreign nationals residing in India legally can

get an Aadhaar card).

PAN Card: A tax tool issued by the Income Tax Department; foreigners with valid Indian visas can also hold PAN

cards.

Voter ID: While only citizens are legally allowed to vote, electoral authorities have clarified that a Voter ID card is
not a definitive certificate of citizenship, as names can be added or challenged based on underlying

documentation.

If your citizenship is ever legally questioned, a court or administrative body will evaluate a timeline of
records—such as your birth certificate alongside your parents' legacy records—to establish your legal status

under the Citizenship Act.
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