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Examine the challenges in securing international

cooperation against cross-border terrorism. What

role can multilateral institutions play in addressing

these challenges?
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Model Answer

Introduction:

Cross-border terrorism threatens national security, regional stability and the right to life. Its transnational nature
makes cooperation among countries essential.

 

Main Body:

 

Key Challenges

1. Political differences: Competing strategic interests can obstruct consensus on terrorist groups and their
sponsors.

2. Legal gaps: Differences in national laws and the absence of a universally agreed definition of terrorism
complicate prosecution.
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3. Safe havens and financing: Terrorist networks may exploit
jurisdictional gaps and cross-border financial channels.

4. Selective enforcement: Inconsistent implementation of international
commitments can weaken collective action.

 

Role of Multilateral Institutions

The UN can facilitate common legal standards, sanctions and
international cooperation.
The Financial Action Task Force helps strengthen measures against
terrorist financing.
Intelligence sharing, extradition arrangements and joint
investigations can improve enforcement.
Counterterrorism measures must also comply with international
human rights obligations.
 

Conclusion:

Effective counterterrorism requires consistent enforcement, credible
evidence and sustained international cooperation. Multilateral institutions
can help bridge political and legal differences while protecting
fundamental rights.
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