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Discuss the role of humanitarian ceasefires in

protecting civilians during international armed

conflicts. What are the major challenges in their

implementation?
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Introduction: 

Humanitarian ceasefires are temporary pauses in hostilities intended to facilitate relief operations and protect
civilians affected by armed conflicts.

 

Role of Humanitarian Ceasefires

1. Humanitarian assistance: Enable the delivery of food, medicines and essential supplies to affected
populations.

2. Civilian evacuation: Provide opportunities for civilians to leave high-risk areas safely.
3. Medical relief: Facilitate access for emergency medical teams and humanitarian organisations.
4. Diplomatic engagement: Build limited trust and create opportunities for further negotiations.
5. Protection of vulnerable groups: Help children, older persons and other vulnerable civilians access essential

assistance.
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Major Challenges

1. Lack of trust: Conflicting parties may question each other's
intentions.

2. Violations: Continued hostilities can endanger civilians and relief
workers.

3. Monitoring difficulties: Verifying compliance may be difficult in
contested territories.

4. Limited duration: Temporary arrangements may not address the
underlying causes of conflict.

 

Way Forward:

 Clear terms, independent monitoring, humanitarian coordination and
sustained diplomatic engagement are essential.

 

Conclusion:

 Humanitarian ceasefires can reduce civilian suffering, but lasting peace
requires political negotiations and a durable settlement of the conflict.
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