UPSC MAINS - ANSWER PRACTICE

Ethics & Morality - GS - IV

Explain how ethics contributes to social and human

well-being.
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10 ~150 words

Answer Hint

Ethics; human dignity; social harmony; trust; justice; responsible behaviour; individual well-being;

collective welfare

Model Answer

Introduction

Ethics refers to moral principles that guide human conduct by distinguishing right from wrong. It contributes to

individual development and the well-being of society.

Contribution to Human and Social Well-being

e Personal development: Ethical values such as honesty, self-discipline and empathy promote inner
satisfaction and responsible behaviour.

e Trust and cooperation: Integrity strengthens relationships among individuals and institutions, reducing
conflict and promoting cooperation.

¢ Justice and equality: Ethics discourages discrimination and exploitation while protecting human dignity
and vulnerable groups.

e Social harmony: Tolerance, compassion and respect for diversity help communities coexist peacefully.

¢ Responsible governance: Ethical conduct among public servants improves accountability, reduces

corruption and strengthens citizens' confidence.
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o Sustainable development: Responsibility towards future
generations encourages environmental conservation and prudent

resource use.

Conclusion

Ethics provides the moral foundation for a just and harmonious society. By
balancing individual interests with collective welfare, it promotes dignity,

trust and sustainable human development.
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