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Examine the role of the Central Reserve Police Force

in addressing India's internal security challenges.

What measures can improve operational

effectiveness while ensuring the safety and welfare

of personnel?
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Introduction

The Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) is a major Central Armed Police Force responsible for supporting internal
security and assisting civil authorities. Its deployments include areas affected by Left-Wing Extremism, Jammu and
Kashmir and the North-East.

Role in Internal Security

The CRPF undertakes counter-insurgency operations, supports law-and-order management and provides security
during elections and other sensitive situations. Its presence helps maintain public order and supports the
implementation of government authority in conflict-affected areas.

Challenges
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Personnel may face difficult terrain, intelligence gaps, logistical
constraints, improvised explosive devices and risks associated with
prolonged deployment. Operational effectiveness also depends on
coordination with state police and other security agencies.

Way Forward

Modern surveillance equipment, reliable intelligence-sharing, specialised
training and improved communication systems can strengthen operational
preparedness. Better protective equipment, healthcare, psychological
support, adequate rest and family welfare measures are equally
important. Community engagement and lawful, accountable operations
can help build public trust.

Conclusion

The CRPF remains central to India's internal security framework. Sustained
investment in technology, inter-agency coordination and personnel welfare
is essential for safer and more effective operations.
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