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Examine how ideological differences within political

parties can affect governance and democratic

accountability in Jammu and Kashmir. Discuss the

significance of electoral promises and constitutional

issues in representative democracy.
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Model Answer

Introduction

Internal disagreements are a feature of democratic politics. In Jammu and Kashmir, debates concerning Article
370, regional aspirations and electoral commitments remain politically significant. The reported disagreement
involving Aga Syed Ruhullah Mehdi and the National Conference highlights tensions between party leadership and
elected representatives.

Major Issues

Differences over ideological positions and campaign promises can expose gaps between public expectations and
government policies. Such dissent may encourage debate on regional identity, constitutional arrangements and
political accountability. However, allegations of abandoning electoral commitments must be evaluated against
documented promises and subsequent policy decisions.

Internal conflict can also affect party cohesion and legislative coordination. Nevertheless, dissent within a party is
not inherently undemocratic; it can provide a channel for expressing public concerns.
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Way Forward

Political parties should strengthen internal consultation, clarify their
positions on major constitutional questions and communicate policy
decisions transparently. Elected representatives should raise constituency
concerns through legislative debate and other democratic mechanisms.
Citizens, meanwhile, should assess political claims against verifiable
evidence.

Conclusion

Democratic accountability requires consistency between electoral
commitments and governance, while constitutional disagreements must
be addressed through lawful and representative processes.
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