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Examine the significance of Indian-American political
representation in the United States and discuss its

implications for India-US relations.
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Answer Hint

Indian diaspora, political participation, diversity and representation, diaspora diplomacy, India-US

strategic partnership, bilateral cooperation, independent political choices.

Model Answer

Introduction

Indian-Americans have emerged as an influential community in American public life. Pia Dandiya’s victory in
Florida’'s 22nd Congressional District in the November 2026 elections highlights the community’s growing political

participation.
Significance of Political Representation

Indian-American representation strengthens democratic diversity and gives greater visibility to the concerns and
aspirations of diaspora communities. Representatives can contribute to debates on immigration, education, trade,

technology and civil rights.
Implications for India-US Relations

Political engagement can facilitate people-to-people ties, encourage dialogue between policymakers and

strengthen cooperation in technology, education, trade and security. The diaspora also contributes through
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entrepreneurship, research and cultural exchange.
Limitations and Challenges

Indian-American lawmakers represent their constituents and act within the
American political system. Their Indian heritage does not necessarily mean
they will support every Indian government policy. Differences in domestic

priorities and foreign-policy interests may persist.
Conclusion

Growing Indian-American representation creates opportunities for stronger
bilateral engagement, but India-US relations ultimately depend on shared

strategic interests, institutional cooperation and sustained diplomacy.
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