UPSC MAINS - ANSWER PRACTICE

International Relations - GS - |l

Examine the implications of a potential nuclear
conflict in West Asia for regional security, civilian
safety and global connectivity. Discuss the
importance of international cooperation in nuclear

emergency preparedness.
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Answer Hint

Nuclear deterrence, radioactive contamination, civilian protection, aviation disruption, energy
security, regional instability, IAEA, emergency response, early-warning systems, diplomatic de-

escalation.

Model Answer

Introduction

Escalating tensions among major powers in West Asia can raise concerns about nuclear risks and their wider
consequences. Even a limited nuclear incident could have severe humanitarian, environmental and economic

implications.
Regional and Global Implications

Radioactive contamination may affect air, soil and water, creating long-term public health and environmental risks.
Disruption of airspace, airports and maritime routes could affect international travel, trade and supply chains.

Regional instability could also influence energy markets and increase the risk of wider military escalation.

Role of International Cooperation
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The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) supports nuclear safety,
emergency preparedness and international cooperation. States need
effective warning systems, radiation monitoring, emergency
communication, evacuation planning and trained response personnel. Civil
aviation authorities must coordinate decisions on airspace safety using

credible technical assessments.
Way Forward

Diplomatic engagement, crisis communication and confidence-building
measures are essential to prevent escalation. Regional cooperation should
strengthen emergency planning while respecting international law and

prioritising civilian protection.
Conclusion

Preparedness can reduce harm, but preventing nuclear conflict remains
the most effective safeguard. International diplomacy and credible
emergency-response systems are both vital for regional and global

security.
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