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Examine the emerging district-level migration

corridors between Northeast India and Southern

Indian cities. Discuss their economic significance and

the challenges faced by migrant workers.
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Model Answer

Introduction

Internal migration is an important feature of India's labour market. Recent survey findings highlighting district-
specific migration corridors from Northeast India to Southern cities indicate increasingly organised patterns of
labour mobility.

Economic Significance

Workers from Northeast districts contribute to sectors such as hospitality, manufacturing and services in
destinations including Ernakulam and Bengaluru. Such migration helps address regional labour shortages,
improves household incomes through remittances and connects economically diverse regions.

Challenges Faced by Migrants
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Despite their contribution, migrant workers may face language barriers,
cultural adjustment difficulties, insecure employment, inadequate housing
and limited access to social protection. Vulnerability to discrimination and
exploitation can further restrict their integration into destination
communities.

Way Forward

Destination and source states should strengthen inter-state coordination,
skill mapping and employment information systems. Portable social
security benefits, accessible grievance mechanisms, affordable housing
and awareness of labour rights are essential.

Conclusion

District-level migration corridors can promote inclusive regional
development when supported by safe mobility, decent working conditions
and effective social protection.
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