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Examine the constitutional and regulatory

framework governing Institutions Deemed to be

Universities in India. How can the State balance

educational autonomy with academic standards and

secular principles?
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Model Answer

Introduction

Institutions Deemed to be Universities are institutions granted a special status under Section 3 of the University
Grants Commission (UGC) Act, 1956, enabling them to function with academic autonomy.

Constitutional and Regulatory Framework

Article 30 protects the right of religious and linguistic minorities to establish and administer educational institutions
of their choice. Article 14 ensures equality before law, while Article 25 protects freedom of conscience and religion,
subject to constitutional limitations.

Deemed university status is granted by the Central Government on the advice of the UGC, subject to prescribed
academic and regulatory conditions. Minority status alone does not automatically confer this recognition.

Balancing Autonomy and Accountability
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Regulation should ensure transparent eligibility criteria, academic quality,
financial accountability and protection of students. At the same time, rules
must avoid arbitrary discrimination and respect constitutionally protected
institutional autonomy.

Conclusion

A transparent, constitutionally consistent regulatory framework can
strengthen higher education while protecting minority rights, secularism
and academic standards.
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