UPSC MAINS - ANSWER PRACTICE

International Relations - GS - |l

Discuss the role of United Nations Peacekeeping
Operations in maintaining international peace and
security. Examine the challenges faced by
peacekeepers and suggest measures to strengthen

their protection.
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10 ~150 words

Answer Hint

UN Charter, Security Council, Blue Helmets, conflict prevention, civilian protection, consent of parties,
impartiality, asymmetric threats, safety of peacekeepers, accountability, international cooperation,

modern technology.

Model Answer

Introduction

United Nations Peacekeeping Operations help countries affected by conflict maintain peace, protect civilians and

establish conditions for sustainable stability. Peacekeepers are popularly known as Blue Helmets.
Role in International Peace and Security

Peacekeeping missions monitor ceasefires, facilitate political processes, support disarmament and assist in
rebuilding institutions. They also contribute to protecting civilians and promoting human rights. Their functioning is

based on consent of the parties, impartiality and limited use of force.

Challenges Faced by Peacekeepers
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Increasing asymmetric threats, terrorism, improvised explosive devices,
misinformation and attacks on personnel create serious operational
challenges. Weak accountability and inadequate resources further affect

mission effectiveness.
Way Forward

Stronger mandates, better intelligence, modern surveillance technology,
adequate equipment, medical facilities and international cooperation are
essential. Attacks against peacekeepers must be investigated and

perpetrators held accountable.
Conclusion

UN peacekeeping remains an important instrument of multilateral security.
Protecting Blue Helmets is essential for the credibility and effectiveness of

international peace efforts.
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