UPSC MAINS - ANSWER PRACTICE

Polity & Governance - GS - 1l

Discuss the constitutional and political implications
of instability in coalition governments in Jammu and
Kashmir. Examine the role of legislative majority,
party leadership and the Lieutenant Governor in

maintaining governmental stability.
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Model Answer

Introduction

Coalition governments depend on coordination among political parties and sustained legislative support. Internal

disagreements over ministerial representation and administrative decisions can create political instability.
Constitutional and Political Dimensions

Under the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019, the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir has a
Legislative Assembly and a Council of Ministers headed by the Chief Minister. The Lieutenant Governor appoints

the Chief Minister and other ministers according to the statutory framework.

A government must retain the confidence of the Legislative Assembly. Withdrawal of support by coalition partners

may threaten its majority, potentially necessitating a floor test.
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Role of Political Institutions

Party leadership plays an important role in resolving internal
disagreements through consultation and negotiation. The Lieutenant
Governor must act within constitutional and statutory provisions while

ensuring continuity of administration and legislative processes.
Conclusion

Political stability requires transparent decision-making, coalition
coordination and respect for legislative accountability. Democratic
institutions must resolve political disagreements through established

constitutional procedures.
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