UPSC MAINS - ANSWER PRACTICE

International Relations - GS - |l

Discuss the challenges involved in establishing a
durable peace settlement in the Russia-Ukraine
conflict. Examine the importance of European
participation and credible security guarantees in

ensuring long-term regional stability.
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Answer Hint

Territorial sovereignty, conflicting strategic interests, Russia-Ukraine negotiations, European security
architecture, EU's Common Foreign and Security Policy, NATO collective defence, credible security
guarantees, role of the United States, diplomatic negotiations, international law and post-conflict

reconstruction.

Model Answer

Introduction

The Russia-Ukraine conflict has significantly affected European security, international relations and global
economic stability. Achieving a durable peace requires addressing both immediate hostilities and long-term

security concerns.
Major Challenges

Differences over territorial sovereignty, security arrangements and political objectives complicate negotiations.

Lack of mutual trust and concerns over future military threats make enforcement of any agreement difficult.

Importance of European Participation
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The conflict directly affects Europe's geographical and strategic security.

The European Union must therefore participate in decisions concerning its

security architecture, economic stability and regional defence cooperation.

Role of Security Guarantees

Credible security guarantees can discourage renewed aggression and
strengthen confidence in a peace settlement. Coordination among
Ukraine, European countries, the United States and relevant international

institutions is essential.
Conclusion

A sustainable peace agreement must respect international law, address

legitimate security concerns and establish effective implementation

mechanisms. Inclusive diplomacy is essential for lasting stability in Europe.
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