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International Relations - GS - |l

Examine the challenges involved in negotiating a
durable peace settlement in the Russia-Ukraine
conflict. Discuss the importance of security

guarantees and European participation in the peace

process.
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Answer Hint

Territorial sovereignty, national security concerns, ceasefire arrangements, security guarantees,
European strategic interests, NATO, role of the United States, diplomatic negotiations, international

law, post-war reconstruction.

Model Answer

Introduction

The Russia-Ukraine conflict has significant implications for European security, international law and global
geopolitical stability. A durable settlement requires addressing both immediate hostilities and long-term security

concerns.
Challenges to Peace Negotiations

Differences over territorial sovereignty, security arrangements and mutual trust complicate negotiations. Ukraine's
demand for credible protection and Russia's security concerns create competing positions. Ceasefire violations and

the absence of mutually acceptable enforcement mechanisms can undermine agreements.

Importance of Security Guarantees and European Participation
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Security guarantees can reduce the risk of renewed aggression by
establishing credible political, diplomatic or military commitments.
European participation is essential because the conflict directly affects
European security, energy supplies, defence cooperation and regional

stability. The United States also plays an important diplomatic role.
Way Forward

Negotiations should respect the UN Charter, territorial integrity and
international law. Inclusive dialogue, monitoring mechanisms,
humanitarian arrangements and reconstruction commitments can support

lasting peace.
Conclusion

A sustainable settlement requires credible security arrangements and
meaningful participation of the affected parties and European

stakeholders.
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