UPSC MAINS - ANSWER PRACTICE

International Relations - GS - |l

Examine the challenges of preventing nuclear
proliferation in West Asia. Discuss the role of
international institutions and diplomatic

negotiations in maintaining regional and global

security.
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Answer Hint

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, IAEA safeguards, nuclear verification, regional security dilemma,
strategic mistrust, military escalation, diplomatic negotiations, confidence-building measures, energy

security, international cooperation.

Model Answer

Introduction

Nuclear proliferation in West Asia poses challenges to regional stability and the global non-proliferation regime.

Strategic rivalries and mistrust can increase the risk of military escalation.
Major Challenges

Concerns over nuclear enrichment, verification and possible weaponisation create tensions between regional and
external powers. Military strikes against nuclear infrastructure may trigger retaliation, disrupt energy supplies and

weaken diplomatic negotiations. Unequal security perceptions further complicate non-proliferation efforts.
Role of International Institutions and Diplomacy

The IAEA conducts safeguards and verification activities to assess compliance with nuclear obligations. The NPT

provides the principal international framework for preventing the spread of nuclear weapons. Diplomatic
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negotiations, monitoring arrangements and confidence-building measures

can reduce mistrust.
Way Forward

A sustainable approach requires verifiable agreements, peaceful resolution
of disputes, regional dialogue and respect for international law. India
should support diplomatic de-escalation while safeguarding its energy and

maritime interests.
Conclusion

Nuclear security cannot be ensured through military preparedness alone.
Effective verification, dialogue and multilateral cooperation remain

essential for lasting regional stability.
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