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International Relations - GS - |l

India has been a major contributor to United Nations
peacekeeping operations. Examine the challenges
faced by UN peacekeeping missions and suggest

measures to improve their effectiveness, safety and

accountability.
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Answer Hint

India's contribution to UN missions, protection of peacekeepers, inadequate resources, modern
surveillance technology, evolving security threats, accountability for attacks, consultations with

troop-contributing countries, mandate clarity.

Model Answer

Introduction

UN peacekeeping operations play an important role in maintaining international peace and security. India has
made significant contributions, deploying over 300,000 personnel across 50 missions, as highlighted in the

supplied report.
Challenges

Peacekeepers increasingly operate in complex conflict environments involving armed groups, terrorism,
misinformation and attacks on UN personnel. Resource constraints, inadequate equipment, unclear mandates and
limited intelligence can reduce operational effectiveness. The reported 184 Indian fatalities also underline the risks

faced by personnel.
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Measures to Improve Effectiveness

Missions require adequate funding, modern surveillance systems, secure
communication networks, medical facilities and specialised training.
Structured consultations with troop-contributing countries can improve
mandate design and operational planning. Attacks against peacekeepers
must be investigated, with accountability ensured under applicable

international law.
Conclusion

Effective peacekeeping requires clear mandates, adequate resources,
international cooperation and strong protection mechanisms. India's
experience can contribute to making UN missions safer, more responsive

and accountable.
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