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Prolonged economic coercion and military pressure

without a formal declaration of war can create

strategic instability. Examine the implications of

such a 'no-war, no-peace' approach for regional

security and the global economy, with reference to

West Asia.
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Model Answer

Introduction

A 'no-war, no-peace' strategy involves sustained economic and military pressure without entering into a full-scale
armed conflict. Such an approach may seek strategic concessions while avoiding the immediate costs of war.

Implications for Regional Security

Escalation risks: Repeated military confrontations, maritime incidents and miscalculations can trigger
unintended conflict.
Strategic instability: Prolonged uncertainty weakens diplomatic trust and encourages regional military
preparedness.
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Humanitarian concerns: Broad economic restrictions can
indirectly affect civilian access to essential goods and services.

Global Economic Consequences

The Strait of Hormuz is a critical energy transit route. Disruptions can
increase oil and LNG prices, shipping insurance premiums and freight
costs. Import-dependent economies, including India, may face inflationary
pressure, higher import bills and supply-chain uncertainty.

Way Forward

Sustainable conflict management requires renewed diplomatic
negotiations, credible communication channels, proportionate and legally
grounded measures, maritime confidence-building and multilateral
engagement. Energy-importing countries should also diversify supplies
and strengthen strategic reserves.

Conclusion

Prolonged coercion without a political settlement can convert temporary
pressure into enduring instability. Diplomacy, international law and
regional cooperation remain essential for preventing escalation and
protecting global economic security.
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