
U P S C  M A I N S  ·  A N S W E R  P R A C T I C E

Modern History · GS - I

The significance of the Gandhian movements lay in

the masses they mobilized. Elucidate.
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Model Answer

The Gandhian phase transformed the Indian national movement from a largely elite political campaign into a
broad-based mass struggle. Gandhi’s emphasis on non-violence, Satyagraha and simple political language enabled
diverse sections of society to participate.

The Champaran and Kheda Satyagrahas connected the national movement with peasant grievances, while the
Non-Cooperation and Civil Disobedience Movements brought students, workers, traders, peasants and women into
active politics. The Salt Satyagraha particularly demonstrated how a simple everyday commodity could become a
powerful instrument of mass mobilisation.

The Gandhian movements also expanded political consciousness beyond major urban centres. Women entered
public life in unprecedented numbers, while marginalised communities increasingly participated in nationalist
politics. The Quit India Movement further demonstrated the depth of popular resistance to colonial rule.

Although participation varied across regions and social groups, Gandhian mobilisation created a sense of collective
political identity and national consciousness.

Thus, the principal significance of Gandhian movements lay not merely in their immediate political outcomes, but
in their transformation of the Indian people into active participants in the struggle for independence.
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