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Current Affairs - GS - 1l

“The protection of human rights and accountability
under international law are essential for achieving
lasting peace.” Discuss in the context of the 2026

Nobel Peace Prize.
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Answer Hint

Navi Pillay, Nobel Peace Prize 2026, human rights, international law, international criminal justice,
accountability, war crimes, crimes against humanity, rule of law, global institutions, challenges in

enforcement.

Model Answer

Introduction

Human rights and international law are essential pillars of a peaceful international order. They seek to protect

human dignity, prevent abuses and establish accountability for violations.

Main Body

Role in Maintaining International Peace

1. Protection of human dignity: International human rights frameworks protect individuals against
discrimination, persecution and arbitrary treatment.
2. Accountability: International courts and tribunals can investigate and prosecute serious international crimes

within their respective jurisdictions.
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3. Conflict prevention: Respect for rights, justice and the rule of law
can address grievances and reduce the risk of recurring conflicts.

4. International cooperation: The United Nations and other
international institutions facilitate dialogue, humanitarian

assistance and peacebuilding.

Challenges

Enforcement remains difficult because of geopolitical rivalries, limited
institutional powers and uneven cooperation by states. Selective

application of international standards can also weaken public confidence.

Conclusion

Lasting peace requires more than the absence of armed conflict.
Strengthening international institutions, ensuring fair accountability and
promoting cooperation among states are necessary to build a just and

stable global order.
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