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Cross-border terrorism and tensions between

Pakistan and Afghanistan pose significant challenges

to regional peace and security. Discuss the major

causes of these tensions and suggest measures to

promote stability.
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Model Answer

Introduction

Relations between Pakistan and Afghanistan have faced recurring tensions over cross-border militancy and
security concerns. Pakistan’s military action against Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) fighters along the Afghan
border highlights the challenges facing regional stability.

 

Main Body

Major Causes of Tensions

1. TTP activities: Pakistan accuses the group of carrying out attacks inside its territory.
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2. Border disputes and security concerns: Difficult terrain and porous
borders complicate surveillance and counterterrorism operations.

3. Mutual distrust: Differences over militant groups and border
security have weakened bilateral cooperation.

4. Regional instability: Escalating military action increases the risk of
civilian casualties, displacement and wider conflict.

 

Measures to Promote Stability

Strengthen intelligence sharing and coordinated border
management.
Use diplomatic dialogue to address security concerns and prevent
escalation.
Prevent militant groups from using either country’s territory to
launch attacks.
Establish communication mechanisms to manage border incidents.
Encourage regional cooperation and humanitarian assistance for
affected civilians.
 

Conclusion

Military action alone cannot ensure lasting security. A combination of
counterterrorism cooperation, effective border management and sustained
diplomatic engagement is essential for reducing Pakistan–Afghanistan
tensions and promoting regional peace.
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